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XXII. The Cafe of Grace Lowdell, aged 
about Sixty Tears, who had an extraordinary 
Tumour on her Thigh 5 communicated by 
John Chandler, F. R. S. from Mr. Mizael Mai- 
falguerat, Surgeon^ at St. EdmunHVbury. 

C**\RACE Lowdelh a poor old Woman of the 
I Parifh of St* James, in Bury St. Edmund's, Suf- 
folky being naturally of a grofs, fat, and relaxed 
Constitution, and conftantly given to the drinking 
of ftrong Liquors ; and confequently labouring for 
many Years under an ill Habit of Body, fuch as the 
Rheumatifm, which had caufed Contraction of fomc 
of her fingers, with fome nervous AfFe&ions in her 
Head, often caufing fome little Fits of Vertigo, &c. 
And though (he had formerly fome Child-bearing 
Weaknefs, viz. a Procidentia Uteti, yet there could 
not be found any other fcrophulous SymptoiM, than 
that fhe obferved, when about Thirty Years of Aire, 
foon after her Delivery of a Son, a little hard Swell- 
ing on the Mufcle Biceps, and posterior, inferior and 
external lateral Part of the Thigh, a little above the 
Ham, without her knowing any manifeft Occafion 
for it h which at firft went on (lowly, but after pro- 
ceeding more quickly, and the older it grew, it (lill 
came on the faftcr, until it increafed to the Bulk of 
near a Foot in Circumference, being fome what of a 
globulous and a little longifh Figure from its Bafis, 
which was lax, like a Peduncle, or Stalk, and about 
half the Circumference of the Tumour, like a Neck 
to the Head of a Child hanging down. 
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From the firft Appearance of this Tumour to the 
Excifion of it, there were more than Thirty Years: 
She had exceflive Pains and Uneafinefs in it, and at 
laft its Bulk and Weight had in fome meafure inter- 
cepted the Nourithment to it, fo that an Ulcer had 
afifefted the inferior Part of it, very putrid anditnuous, 
of about Six Months (landing. 

This Excrefcence was of the natural Colour of the 
Skin, and was for the moft part of a pinquedinous 
Subftance ; the Centre and Bafis being an Atheroma* 
but more fcirrhous than common. 

This Excrefcence, having grown fo big, was not 
contained in a manifeft Cyftis, but had fome large 
Circumvolutions of Fat adherent to its common Te- 
guments, as was obferved after the Excifion of it, 
when it was foon conveyed away 5 fo that, through 
Inadvertency, we did not weigh it. 

My Defign in this Cafe was to have made a total 
Extirpation of this Excrefcence 5 but by reafon of its 
lying with large VefTels, and amongft the Tendons 
of the Mufcles, I was content (as Dr. "turner advifes 
in fuch Cafes) <c To level it, the beft we can, by 
'" Efcharotics, £1111 repeated as the Sloughs throw off* 
" till we have confumed as much of the Gland or 
Subftance, and gone as deep, as may be fafely ad- 
ventured 5 when probably fome powerful Defic- 
" cative may induce a Cicatrix ', which may fo tie 
" the Remains, as to create no farther Trouble." 

This Tumour had been (hewn to moft of the Phy- 
ficians and Surgeons hereabouts, fome of no lefs 
Skill than Note, who feemed to approve of the Ope- 
ration: Therefore, July the 7th 1735- I made a Li- 
gature about the Bafis of it, with a Slip-knot, by 
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which I gradually conftringed it once or twice a Day, 
as the Patient could* fuffcr it, without caufmg any ilk 
Symptoms, till the 17th of the fame Month, when 
fhe was taken with ftrong Convulfions, a flow Fever, 
Syncope, her Teeth fet in her Head, and a Lofs of her 
Senfes, which lafted that whole Day, and the Night 
following 5 from which time I did no more con- 
ftringe the Tumour, prefcribed Cordials, . volatile 
Drops, a purging Enema, and a paregoric Draught at 
Night, which had fo good anEffeft, that by the next 
Day fhe was much recovered, and came to her Senfes.- 
The Ligature began to make a Separation in the Neck- 
of this preternatural fprouting Excrefcence \ . and oa 
the 20th, ia the Prefence only of one in the Pro- 
fefllon, having all my Apparatus before me, I.extir-- 
pated the whole outward Tumour without any great 
Hemorrhage. I was induced to ufe. the Ligature, ia 
order to prevent the too great Effufion of BJood^ 
which might otherwife happen ; thinking it not very 
fafe to make a Ligature of the Body of fo large aa 
Artery as is in the Ham, for fear of intercepting after-> 
wards the Nourifhment to the Leg, as happens, oftea 
after the Operation of the Aneurifma* 

The Remains, though fordid at firft, by a peculiar 
Method of Dreffing, and proper Applications of ftrong 
Digeftives, Deterfives, fyc. eleanfed, and the Ulcer: 
foon digefted, the Subftance came even to the Skin, 
and, September the 21ft, it was all perfe&ly cured, 
without any Hardnefs, or any Inconvenience to her 
walking, and is like to remain always fo. 
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